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A new look
for an Eastern
Suburbs icon

The iconic Clovelly Hotel has
undergone an impressive
transformation which has resulted in
a vibrant, versatile and modern venue
for the local area, taking hospitality
to a whole new level.

“It was a long process the second time round,
particularly getting the development application (DA)
approved, as the design for these areas was so
intricate,” explained Rod Lawson, Irish Hotel’s Group
General Manager.

The Clovelly Hotel has long been the place where locals
and visitors to the Eastern Suburbs have flocked to for a
hearty pub meal and a beer with friends, catching the
live footy on the screens, then kicking-on to the tunes of
the latest live band.

“Part of the plans was for the construction of a 30-space
carpark underneath the building, as well as a new 160seat designated dining area, 180-seat lounge/bar area,
an external beer garden and new function spaces
located on level three.”

The hotel, which was purchased by the Iris Group in
2008, is an iconic Sydney venue. For the last four years,
owners Sam and Ramy Arnaout have been looking at
ways to take the hotel to another level. Known for
transforming predominantly gaming-orientated venues
into complete lifestyle and entertainment destinations,
the Clovelly Hotel joins the Hunters Hills Hotel, the
Monkey Bar, the Forbes Hotel and PJ’s Irish Pub in
Parramatta in the group’s portfolio.

Due to tight site constraints, the entire existing main
space of the heritage-listed building was underpinned to
allow for the construction of the carpark underneath and
vital building services deemed necessary by local
authorities.
According to Anthony Green and Michael Cumming of
Squillace Architects, the underpinning of the existing
building was ambitious.
The design concept was to conceive the roof level of the
carpark as a podium, allowing a seamless link between
the new dining room, kitchen and external courtyard to
the main existing space.

Late in 2008, stage one of the redevelopment was
carried out consisting of the public bar, Saloon Bar, TAB
and gaming areas. The 300m2 area was fitted out with
sandstone floors and rich timber finishes, keeping with
the hotel’s beachside location and theme. During this
time, the TAB area was upgraded to platinum status and
remains one of Sydney’s best TAB facilities.

“The main space would be used as a new bar, gathering
space and would essentially be the heart of the hotel,”
Mr Cumming said.

For two years following the completion of stage one,
countless meetings were held between the hotel owners
and the designers at Squillace Architects before work on
the remaining areas commenced in mid-2011.

“We stripped away previous, unsympathetic renovations
which then allowed for the tremendous volume, light
and original character of the heritage building to be
rejuvenated and take centre stage.”

Prior to 2008, the hotel hadn’t been renovated or
updated in at least 12 years. It was tired and in need of
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attention and the local community of Clovelly and
surrounding suburbs deserved a more versatile and
functional venue.

... continued page 8...
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'We stripped away previous, unsympathetic
renovations which then allowed for the tremendous
volume, light and original character of the heritage
building to be rejuvenated and take centre stage.'
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'Existing secondary spaces of
the hotel create smaller more
intimate areas of function bars,
custom leather seating booths
and stair voids.'

Photos: Ramy Arnaout.

The interior design is a contemporary reflection of an
Australian coastal gathering space. Capitalising on the
light and coastal breezes afforded by the large existing
archways, a palate of contemporary coastal materials of
whitewashed and natural timber ceilings, polished
concrete floors, natural timber windows and doors and
lightly framed steel and timber framed furniture
complement effortlessly to the open and relaxed feel.
Colour, pattern and texture are introduced to enrich the
design at the smaller scale. Handmade tiles to the bar
front, fabrics to soft upholstery of furniture and custom
patterned carpets reference and compliment the original
heritage patterns found in existing balustrades, corbels
and ornamentation. Custom table tops acknowledge the
community and location through a photographic collage
of local surf lifesaving clubs and beaches.
A series of strategic interior potted and hanging plants
introduce another layer to the space – both a reference to
large prestigious colonial gathering spaces and also
blurring the interior boundary with the landscaped and
sandstone clad courtyard. The internal boundary is
further blurred by continuing the external corbel
throughout the interior. The large scale of the main space
is articulated by plaster board bulkheads and columns
setting up a pleasing proportion to the great expanse of
the room. The bulkheads and floating timber white
washed ceilings, integrate the air conditioning and bar
services. It also solves complex fire rating requirements
to accommodation above.
The new dining room flanking the main space is
conceived as openly connected to the main space –
though with a richer character of an internal room. The
ceiling is built from an array of recycled natural timber
boards sourced from local timber yards. The differing
Official Publication of the Australian Hotels Association (New South Wales)

finish and size of the boards give a texture and warmth to
the room. Generous floor-to-ceiling timber framed
glazing capitalises on light from its northern orientation
and allows sunlight to warm and render the room. A
strategic range of intimate and communal gathering
spaces is created and large communal tables are a
contemporary reference on traditional ornamented
dining furniture.
Existing secondary spaces of the hotel create smaller
more intimate areas of function bars, custom leather
seating booths and stair voids. These areas, smaller in
scale, combine richer colours, patterns and lighting to
enhance the intimacy. An existing function space upstairs
has been refurbished and is an example of this intimacy.
The timber whitewashed ceiling is lower. Rich green and
blue tones in the carpet reference the garden and the sea
and the carpet custom geometric pattern connects the
design to the geometry the heritage balustrade. Leather
booth seating with curtains and intimate suspended

lighting allow for intimate gathering space. The intimacy
lends to the versatility of use into the night as a lounge
bar or private function space. A central glass void has
been created linking all three levels and provides visual
glimpses of the more intimate spaces of the hotel. The
void now clearly expresses the circulation around the
hotel for its patrons.
The collection of large, intimate and exterior spaces
created through this refurbishment now offers the
clientele a versatile establishment, inherent with design
and services to cater for flexible needs.
The end results definitely put the Clovelly Hotel on the
map as one of the city’s premier venues. The owners’
vision from 2008 to the completion of the redevelopment
has been realised and has been a huge success
all round.

